
MASSHEALTH PREMIUM ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

 
Massachusetts has a premium assistance program provided through MassHealth.  Eligibility for 

MassHealth’s premium assistance program is determined by the individual’s MassHealth 

coverage type and the type of private insurance the individual has access to.  The MassHealth 

member’s private insurance plan must meet the state Basic Benefit Level (BBL) standard.  

MassHealth may provide premium assistance to the following two categories of qualified health 

insurance: 

The new premium assistance rates below will be in effect upon application approval or annual 

renewal.  Premium assistance rates are per eligible member, per month, not exceeding total 

monthly cost of private insurance.   Rates are subject to change each fiscal year. 

Family Assistance:  $314 
Standard   $314 
CommonHealth  $1314 
HIV    $1416 
Standard Disabled  $1314 
MassHealth Care Plus  $430 
 
Once MassHealth eligibility has been determined, one can obtain information and request an 
application for premium assistance by contacting 1-800-862-4840. 
 
If someone is trying to access employer-sponsored insurance outside an open enrollment 

period, MassHealth is considered a “qualifying event” which will enable enrollment into the 

employer-sponsored health insurance outside of the employer’s open enrollment period.  

(Note:  Premium assistance will only provide a “qualifying event” letter to the member if they 

have confirmed that the employer-sponsored plan offered to the member meets all premium 

assistance guidelines and is confirmed to be a policy that they can assist with.) 

 
It should be noted that premium assistance can assist with a number of types of qualified 
private insurance plans under certain circumstances.  They include employer-sponsored 
insurance, Chamber of Commerce or other Group-Sponsored Plans, COBRA, and individual 
unsubsidized Qualified Health Plans for children under age 21. (MassHealth regulation does not 
limit the purchase of individual QHP plans for children under 21 to children with Autism.)  For 
more information, contact premium assistance (800-862-4840). 
 
Many private insurance options have statutes or policies that enable them to continue to cover 

disabled adults as part of the family’s plan beyond the age of 26.  MassHealth regulations do 

not allow for the provision of premium assistance payments when the policy holder does not 



live with the disabled son or daughter.  More information about insurance coverage beyond 

age 26 can be obtained by calling the Massachusetts Division of Insurance Consumer Service 

Helpline:  617 521 7794;  www.mass.gov/doi 

 
Individuals who have both MassHealth and Medicare are not eligible for premium assistance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to acknowledge the extensive assistance of Kate Peters, Manager of Premium Assistance.                       

Jo Anne Bayliss   1/9/17 

http://www.mass.gov/doi


  


