How to help with your child’s transition to a new teacher: self advocacy in practice!
Each time your child has a new teacher, he has to learn what that teacher expects and how to be successful in that particular classroom.  Teachers will spend time at the beginning of the year explaining the rules of the classroom and their own expectations.  Even when teachers do this, there are still unwritten social rules and expectations that other students will pick up and recognize based on past experience and “reading” the non-verbal communication in the classroom.  Because this is an area of difficulty for students with AS, direct teaching of these expectations and the reasoning behind them must be shared.  
The following sheet is an example of one way you can gather information about your child’s new teacher(s).  Your child can interview the teacher(s) or have the teacher fill it out and send it to your child before the first day with the new teacher.  You may change the focus and questions based on your own child’s needs.  This can be used with the teacher sending it to your child in the early elementary grades and your child gathering the information in an “interview” format in the later elementary and middle and high school years.  If your child will interview the teacher, they can use a laptop or tape recorder to gather the information.  Handwriting is not necessary!
Social Detective Uncovers Information About Teacher!
In my latest detective work, I uncovered hidden rules that explain what my teacher is thinking and expecting of all students (including me!).   Knowing this helps me to predict what is going to happen and how I’m supposed to do things during the school day.

What are all my teachers’ names and what subjects do they teach?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What am I supposed to do when I walk into my teacher’s classroom?  Why is this important? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
When and where do I turn in papers and homework each day?  If this changes, how will the teacher let me know?  If I need to turn my work in early or late because I am absent, how should I do that? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What am I supposed to do before I leave my teacher’s classroom?  Why is this important? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do I need to do when I have a question or a comment?   Why is this important? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What behaviors make my teacher(s) feel glad that I’m in the class?  Why are these important? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What behaviors frustrate my teacher(s)?  Why? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is my job when I’m working in a group with other students?  Why is this important? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
