Homework:  What do I need to do??

Having just completed a parent to parent discussion group at AANE on homework and writing, we know that there are many components that need to be addressed in order for our kids to be able to understand, complete and turn in their homework.   One strategy we talked about during the discussion group was a “homework template” to keep track of assignments.  Many schools provide an “assignment book” where the assignments are written down with a due date.  These are certainly one option, and if this is working for your child, congratulations!  For many children, the act of writing is so laborious that they get too frustrated by the process of trying to put pencil to paper and don’t get the assignments written into their books, or can’t read it later when they need the information.  Other times, the child completes the assignments, but doesn’t turn them back in to the teacher.   Going from an assignment, to completing the work, to turning it in, is a multi-step process; here’s one way to support your child in completing the entire routine:

· Teacher writes homework in the same place at the same time each day.  
· Teacher includes all materials that are needed to complete the assignment

· A set time each day or class for filling in the homework table or assignment book.
· The homework template is either saved to a portable USB flashcard for later printing at home, or the table is printed out at school.
· Teacher has a set place and time for turning in assignments.  If a student is turning in “late work”, there is a set place and procedure for that as well.
· When the assignment is turned in, the student checks it off in the homework table.
Sample Homework Table Template
	Subject
	Assignment
	Materials Needed
	Due Date
	Check off when turned in

	Math


	Chapter 2

Problem sets 1-5
	Math Book

Protractor
	4/2/08
	

	ELA


	Read 30 minutes
	Book
	4/1/08
	

	ELA 


	Book Report
	Book

Outline 

Planning sheets
	4/8/08


	

	Social Studies


	Quiz on South America Geography
	Atlas

Country names and capitals
	4/3/08
	

	Science


	Bring in supplies for lab
	1 lemon
Box of baking soda
	4/7/08
	

	Art

	Report on art exhibit
	Photographs
Website write up

Notes
	4/14/08
	


	Subject
	Assignment
	Materials Needed
	Due Date
	Check off when turned in

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


