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Summary

As the number of individuals diagnosed with AS continues to climb as awareness grows throughout New England, AANE has been able to continue its programming to meet this increased need. During FY 2009, as revenue projections were uncertain, AANE took steps to reduce expenses, a careful and conservative response to the fiscal crisis.  The goal of the cutback was to ensure that AANE remain a strong fiscal organization able to sustain itself and its growth.  Fortunately for AANE, thanks to its contributors, and despite the poor economy, AANE revenue was not affected by the recession and during FY 2009, AANE was able to continue its mission to foster awareness, respect, acceptance and support of individuals with Asperger Syndrome and their families.
The major initiative this past year has been to strengthen our Board and Committee structure to accommodate AANE’s programmatic and organizational growth. Following the revision of the Policy and Procedure Manual in FY 2007, in FY 2008 a special committee was set up to review and update AANE’s by-laws. This review committee recommended changes which were approved by the board at the June 2008 board meeting. During 2009, the new by-laws have been incorporated into the governance of AANE, resulting in a stronger committee structure and a more formalized election and governance process. 
Another important change resulting in the change in the by-laws was the deferment of our annual meeting to synchronize with our fiscal year. From now on, AANE’s annual meeting will be held during the June board meeting.  
Despite the fiscal situation in 2009, AANE was able to continue its support of individuals with AS including the continuation of high quality phone and email response to parents, adults and professionals. Over 1,000 new families called AANE during FY 2009. Most programs, with the exception of some teen programming, continued in FY 2009. There were also some new and innovative programs and services. Program and service highlights include: 
· The expansion of AS training for a number of organizations & schools throughout New England including training judges, mental health clinics, superintendents, pre-school programs.
· Advocacy effort for several bills in Mass and NH.
· The initiation of our new and very successful adult coaching program called LifeMAP.
· A Grandparent initiative and a significant increase in our spouse services 
· The start of  “Topic Nights” which give parents of children a chance to meet each other around educational programs geared to a specific AS issue.

· The first full-day conference for adults partnered with someone with AS.

· Teen services met throughout the year with the disability office representatives from local colleges to work out a collaboration with local universities around college issues. 

The two-day annual October conference continues to be the big educational event of the year and attracted close to 600 participants each day. The expansion of our services to all of New England included the establishment of a chapter, overseen by a community advisory board, in each state and a 50% increase in the number of parents throughout NE using one of several online support groups. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Development Efforts in FY 2009
With the oversight and recommendations of the Development Committee, fundraising efforts were increased within the areas of personal giving, events, and grant writing. The 2009 Gala was especially successful this past year with an increase of $100,000 over last year’s net revenue. Curt and Shonda Schilling and Paula Poundstone highlighted this year’s Gala,  resulting in the unexpected and welcome revenue.  
In addition to the Gala AANE added a number of small events to its fundraising schedule. In 2009 AANE held a book party and a concert, each underwritten by a donor. There were also a number of 3rd party fundraisers including a BBQ, spinning event, road race, Plugged-in concert and “dressed down” event.  This past year saw our first and second annual thank you to donors and volunteers at the home of Marcy and David Stuart. In addition we had 4 house parties with a special guest, an adult with AS telling a personal story. These parties were held in Greater Boston, the South Shore and in the Worcester area. The Annual Appeal card was drawn by Jamie Maxfield and was sent in November 2008. The development committee is currently working on revisions to the membership process.
Governance in FY 2009
The Governance Committee (formerly the nominating committee) did an excellent job this past year. The Committee obtained nominations for 6 empty board positions and then presented the slate to the board in May for a vote in June. In addition the committee began work on new member Board training. Board development and putting together a Board manual will be projects for FY 2010.
Media and Marketing  

The Media and Marketing Committee met frequently this fall and winter and helped AANE develop a Facebook page as well as a blog.  The committee is working to recruit new committee members as well as having a media kit on the website.
Executive Advisors

The Executive Advisors met 10 times and discussed ethical and philosophical issues related to AS and AANE, such as how AANE represents AS to the outside world and how to respond to the potential change of DSM V.

Program Committee

The Program Committee met 11 times during FY 2009. Discussion topics included AANE programs and services. They also acted as an advisory group for the annual 2009 conference.
Finance Committee

The Finance Committee met 6 times in FY 2009. The Committee prepared a budget for 2009, oversaw the audit and revised the FY 2009 budget according to the organization’s financial situation.

The organization has had a 16% increase the past two years:

FY 2007 Revenue was $828,430; FY 2008 $958,929; a 16% increase.
FY 2008 Revenue was $958,929:  FY 2009 (proj.) $1,112,453 a 16% increase.

FY 2008 audit is being conducted by Bruce Norling, CPA, P.C., 410 Boston Post Road, 

Suite #24, Sudbury, MA 01776. 

Management Letter from Bruce Norling is attached. 

Educators Advisory

AANE continues to work with the Educator Advisory Group to hear their valuable feedback from the community and to provide the Educator Awards for Excellence in Teaching AS Children providing both the award ceremony at the AANE conference and at the State House thus increasing awareness and positive legislative involvement.  
Strategic Planning

The Strategic Planning Committee met over the course of the years to begin a strategic planning process.
BOARD 

AANE Board Members 
Listed by Term Expiration Date 

Officers 

Term Expires June 2009 

Hank Miller- President 

Phil Schwarz- Vice President 

Jan Saglio- Treasurer 

Elizabeth McLaughlin- Secretary 

Term Ending June 2009
Elsa Abele

Bonnie Betters-Reed

Judy Gooen

David Pauls

Barbara Rosenn

Shelley Viles

Term Ending June 2010

(Vacant)

(Vacant)

Dot Lucci

Hank Miller

Grace Peng

Phil Schwarz

Term Ending June 2011

Steve Garfinkle

Ann Marie Gross

Dave Harmon

Liz McLaughlin

Scott McLeod

Dan Rosenn

Jan Saglio

Nancy Schwartz

Michael Wilcox 

President Emeritus

Stephen Shore

The Board of Directors met 11 times during 2008/2009. All minutes of the board meetings are available for review at the AANE office, 85 Main Street, Watertown, MA. 

AANE Committees and Members 
July 1, 2008 & June 30, 2009
Committee Membership

Executive Advisors


Mary Berman

Ken Shulman

Carol Singer

Nancy Sonnabend

Nancy  Macias-Smith

Helen Tager-Flusberg

Eileen Costello

Elizabeth Leonard

Betsy Closs

Janet Price

Linda Kelly

Strategic Planning


Nan Becker- co-chair

Dorothy Lucci- co-chair

Daniel Rosenn

Dave Harmon

Michael Forbes Wilcox

Lizzie
Eldridge
Governance Committee
Nancy Schwartz-co-chair

Elizabeth McLaughlin-co-chair

Daniel Rosenn

Susan Shamus

D. Scott McLeod, Ph.D.

Phil Schwarz

Sam Frank

Shannah  Varon

Finance


Janet Saglio-chair

Louis Lucas

Dave Stuart

Dan Gross

Steven Garfinkle

Tim McDaid (staff)

Development
Committee
Bonita Betters-Reed

Kathleen Pigott

Grace Peng

Martha Markowitz, Ph.D.

Sangeeta Dey, Psy.D.

Steven Garfinkle- Chair

Daniel Tatar

Supriyo Dey, Psy.D.

Ann Marie Gross

Program Committee


Judy Gooen- Chair

Eileen Costello, M.D.

D. Scott McLeod, Ph.D.

Erika Golub Drezner

Pamela Ely

Dorothy Lucci

Cynthia Greene

Lynne Mitchell

Martha
Markowitz, Ph.D.

Sangeeta Dey, Psy.D.

Phil Schwarz

Elsa Abele

Steve Snitzer

Barbara Rosenn

Ruth Smith

Nancy Schwartz

Shelley Viles

Kathryn Collins-Wooley

Ann Woodbury

James Magauran
Media & Marketing


Dan  Tatar (advisory role)

Tom Brodo

Robin Lurie-Myerkopf- staff

Christine Comey

Sherridan Wachtel

Melinda Miller (advisory role)

Employment
Committee
Susan Shamus

David Velten

Kathleen Pigott

Fred Conrad

Bill Maxfield

Cindy Gallant

Tony Monteiro

Steven Garfinkle

Gail  Kastorf- staff

Gala Committee


Grace Peng

Allison Sargent

Alma Bair

Elaine Harmon

Nancy Schwartz

Nasha Miller

Lynn Flaherty

Natasha Chomas

Julie Betters

Ann Marie Gross

Veronica Bacon

Sangeeta Dey, Psy.D.

Jill Purpura

Shonda Schilling

Melinda Miller

Lori Zegarelli

Jeanine Brennan

Educator Advisory Group 

Jean Stern- Staff Facilitator 

Elisse Ghitelman

Dot Lucci

Lynne Mitchell

Judy Gooen

Donna Dervishian

Mary Ann Ruscito

Mathew Arnold 
Margaret Katz 
Shelly Greene

Phyllis Greene

Patty Boomazian-MacDonald

Elizabeth Stringer Keefe

Jennifer Harber

Janet Yedinak  

Judy Robinson 

Stephanie  Maze-Hsu

Legislative Committee 

Rosalie Konjoian 

Dave Konjoian 

Marilyn Currie 

Dave Harmon 

Fred Conrad 

Susan Fagan 

Ron Beland 

Elizabeth Avery 

Erin Flaherty 

Employment Committee 

Gail Kastorf -Staff
Fred Conrad 

David Velton 

Tony Monterio 

Susan Shamus 

Bill Maxfield 

Steve Garfinkel
Art Committee 

Kathy Clark, Curator 

Bill Maxfield 

Susan Maxfield 

Kathleen Pigott 

Chapter Information
In the last year AANE has developed a Chapter in every state, with either a director or co-directors and an advisory board.  Vermont is the only state without an advisory board which is planned to be organized by this summer.  Maine and NH have both hosted workshops with CT, RI and VT soon to follow.  The NH Chapter ran a phone-a-thon and raised over $1,000.00.  Membership in the Chapters has increased due to diligence of the Chapter Directors with assistance from the AANE main office.

Chapter Directors 2009 
New Hampshire- Shelley Viles  

Maine- Monique Meyers & Barbi Ives  

Rhode Island- Toby Liebowitz  & Barbara Whalen

Vermont- Phelippa Marriner 

Connecticut- Lisa Ricciardi & Nancy Hershatter  

Western MA- Trish Huff & Jane Mildred  
FOUNDATION REPORT

Foundation Grants Received July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009  
Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation for Autism-$20,000

J.E & Z. B. Butler Foundation-$30,000

Mass DMR-$50,000

Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission-$15,000

Persky Family Foundation-$10,000

Philips Foundation-$40,070

United Federal Appeal- $9,032.98
Danny Foundation-$500
Rotary Club of Newton-$500

Autism Speaks-$21,243

Alden  Foundation-$14,400

TJX-$5,000

Dandurand-$2,500

Cambridge Arts Council  Grant -$2,250   
Memorial Funds Received 
Brian & Gail Curtin -- Brendan Curtin Memorial Scholarship Fund

Capt. Marc Gromada -- Newton Police Memorial Association

In memory of Myrtle Rabin

In memory of Joseph Tompkins

In memory of Matthew Dandurand

In memory of Sallye & Ed Grogan

PROGRAM SUMMARY

Latino Outreach Program
Speared by Yolanda Kolinski, the Latino Outreach Program expanded its scope in 2009 by supporting families whose primary language is Spanish. Cities targeted include Lawrence, Springfield and Boston.

Support Groups
Many of the existing support groups continue, with Reading the only one where the leader is not continuing, we hope to find a replacement this summer.  

There has been an interest in social recreation groups and have 2 ongoing groups one for teen girls in Braintree and one for 7-9 year olds in Roslindale.

Training 
Between our children’s services dept., our adult services dept., as well as the Associate Director and the Executive Director, AANE has delivered over 100 presentations to various groups around New England.  These trainings have reached groups ranging from college personnel, public and private schools, parents, SPED PAC’s, community groups, pre-schools, the Latino community, police, judges, school administrators, mental health practitioners, and other professionals.
Boston School Initiative
With funding from the Alden Foundation, in April of 2009, AANE sponsored an all day AS training for over 50 school psychologists in the Boston Public Schools.   This grant also included consultation time for educators and psychologists which is presently ongoing. 
AANE Journal

AANE published a fall 2008 and a spring 2009 issue of the AANE Journal. Many people from our community contributed great articles, photos and art work. Carynn Meyers managed the advertising for the Journal—which covers much of the cost of printing and mailing this 36 page, part-color publication. She solicited ads, composed some ads, and handled billing, complaints, and thank you letters. She also mailed out authors’ copies and helped with proof-reading.
Plymouth County Teen Programming

This program, funded by the Phillips Foundation, has been creating programs for families of teens with AS and teens with AS since the fall of 2008.  The programs have been attended by over 300 people and have served all of counties in Plymouth but three.  This summer we are partnering with a group and offering social recreation groups for teens.  The response of the programs has been overwhelmingly positive.
Winners of the Educator Awards: A-Plus: AANE - Promoting Learning and Understanding in Schools
Becky McKee- Speech and Language Pathologist at Proctor High School in Proctor, Vermont

Ruth Bluestone- Speech and Language Pathologist at Parkview Elementary School in North Easton, MA

Donna Kyed - Instructional Aide at the Cottage Street Elementary School in Sharon, MA 

Dorene Marinuzzi- Special Education Teacher at the Juliet W. Long School in Gales Ferry, Connecticut 

Ann Oakes- Special Services Coordinator and a Special Education Teacher at Brockton High Schooll Brockton, MA
Ruth Levine Arnold- Speech and Language Pathologist/Case Manager for Inclusion at the Heath School in Chestnut Hill, MA 

Carol Haywood-Special Education Coordinator at Bethlehem Elementary School in Bethlehem, New Hampshire

Greg Young and Greg Greco - Met Career and Tech Center in Providence, Rhode Island 

Terry Belliveau - Instructional Assistant at Sabis International Charter School in Springfield, MA 

Johna King - Kindergarten Teacher at the Mabel I. Wilson Elementary School in Cumberland, Maine 

Winner of the Dandurand Award for Exceptional Effort Winner in 2009 
Mario Bonavita

Family Grants Distributed in FY 2008
Phillips Foundation: 
19 grants totaling   $15,700

Flutie Foundation:   
36 grants totaling   $17,315

Total: 
   

55 grants totaling   $ 33,015 
Other AANE Activity

Active Member of the Autism Coalition of MA 

Active Advisory Board Member of Mass Advocates for Children 

Maintenance of Web Site 

Maintenance of Parent Networking Lists 
FY 2009 Program Statistics:

Packets sent out in FY 2009
1,056
Number of people on the database
13,682

Number of adults on the database
2,936
Number of professionals on the database
5,428
Number of siblings
115




Number of parents of children and adolescents 
3,704
Number of grandparents
181
Number of household with one + child with AS
219
Number of spouses
205
Number of People who attended 2009 Gala

      459
AANE STAFF & CONSULTANTS

AANE Staff FY 2009
Dania Jekel, MSW, Executive Director (full-time) 

Robin Lurie Meyer-Kopf, Associate Director (full-time) hired January 2008

Stephanie Loo, M.Ed., Staff Associate, Teen Programs & Grant writer (full-time)
Lisa Graffeo, (full-time) Administrative Assistant
Jamie Freed, MSW, Director of Adult Services (20 hrs.) 

Jean Stern, M.Ed., Director of Children’s Services (25 hrs.) 

Mary Ann Medlar, Database Administrator (20 hrs.) 

Yolanda Kolinski, Spanish outreach (20 hrs.) 

Max Sederer, M.Ed. Adult Services (full-time) (Hired September 2007) 

Brenda Dater, Children’s Services (20 hrs) (Hired September 2007) 

Kristen Z. White, Director of Development (20 hrs) (Laid off January 2009)

Alexandra Graham (20 hrs) (Laid off January 2009)

Carynn Meyers, (10 hrs) Afternoon Receptionist 

Dan Croft- (30 hrs) LifeMAP administrator & special projects. (Hired June 2008)
Kelly Genois (full-time) Director of Fundraising. (Hired May 2009)
Special Project Staff FY 2009  
Nancy Schwartz–Trainer 

Robin Lurie-Meyerkopf- Trainer Northern NH (continued to full-time employment)

Kelly Genois- Gala Administrator (continued to full-time employment)

Meghan O’Malley-Annual Conference 2007 assistant 

Matt Conrad- Web Development 

Kathy Brock- Dandurand Conference 

Kip Deese-Laurent- Adult Group Facilitator, NH 

Gail Kastorf, M.Ed Employment Services   

Catherine Mayes-Plymouth County Grant

Marsha Stuart- Administrative Assistance

Interns

Karly David- BU Social Work Intern Academic year 2008/9

Linsey Young- BU Social Work Intern Academic year 2008/9

Kim Yoder- Spring FY 2009
Natalyia Poto- UMass, Lowell

Jason Wang- BU School of Education Intern

Consultants/Seminar/Group Leaders FY 2009
Elsa Abele- Seminar 

Lynne Mitchell- Trainer 

Grace Myhill- Spouse Support Group 

Patricia Huff - Western MA adult activity group coordinator 

Kathy Brock- Dandurand Conference Administrator 

Stephen Nadel- Adult Group Facilitator 

Kathryn Jantz-Adult Group Facilitator 

Mary Ann Monheimer- Spouse Group

Ann Woodbury –Resource Database

Bekan Knox –Packet Administrator

Ilya Lozovsky –Administrative Support

John Heavey - LifeMAP

VOLUNTEERS

Thanks to our many volunteers doing on-going work at AANE in FY 2009 

Elizabeth Avery


Nancy Bieringer


Edith Burns


Kathy Clark


Margaret Connell


Fred Conrad


Sheri Daisy


Denise DiMare

Joan Dubis


CarolAnn Edscorn


Joshua Fine


Lynn Flaherty


Erin Flaherty


Barbara Freethy

Steph Geheren


Elisse Ghitelman


Bonnie Glickman


Shelly Greene


Phyllis Greene


Nancy Grejtak, M.A.


Danny Gromet


Meredith Hafer, M.A.


Jack Heavey

Ann Holzman


Patricia Huff


James Hunt


Barbara Ives


Barbara Jackins
Abby Jaffe


Kathryn James


Kathryn Jantz


Nomi Kaim


Margaret Katz


Larry Katz


Robin Keller


Bekan Knox


Robert Lagos

Nancy Lelewer Sonnabend


Ruth Levine Arnold


Toby Liebowitz


Michal Maoz


Itzik Maoz


Adam Markell


Bill Maxfield


Benjamin Maxfield


Lou McIntosh


Barbara Melnick


Monique Meyers
Lynne Mitchell


Joe Moldover


Susan Mullen


Christian Newes


Meghan O'Malley


Murray Ostrov


Andre Papajohn


Fran Pearlman


Kathleen Pigott


Chris Powers


Lisa Ricciardi


Judy Robinson


John Robison
 

Mary Ann Ruscito


Julie Savoyski
Jodi Scaltreto


Marci Shaffer


Susan Shamus


Eric Shamus


Megan Spencer


Claudia Spiro, Ph.D.


Isabel Stafurik



Sharon Teitelbaum


Michael Thibodeau


Suzanne Tompkins


Julia Trogani


Sangeeta Verma


Nancy Widdow, 

Mark Wiese


Ann Woodbury


Janet Yedinak


Mary Young


Children’s Services July 2008- June 2009
The Children’s Services department continues to have a priority of supporting families and professionals throughout New England by providing the following:

· Phone and email support five days/week, averaging 31 calls (Jean 17, Brenda 14) calls/week   

· On-Line support group for parents which is now supporting 600 families 
· Parent to Parent Topic nights (8 offered with average attendance at 22)  

· Workshops (Brenda 7, Jean 17, Nancy 12, Lynn 4) including 2 webinars

· Individual consultations (Jean17, Brenda14) for families and professionals  

We developed new workshops and offered workshops at the AANE office and out in various parts of New England including being hosted in a member’s home.  

We continue to create visual models for members to better understand AS (AS The Big Picture, How to Switch Cognitive Sets, etc.) which are used in workshops, given as handouts and are on the web.  We also add to both the Educator and Parent Tool box on the web.  

We collaborated with Lesley University and co-taught 2 workshops at Lesley U. directed toward teachers which were attended by approximately 150.
Teen  Services July 2008- June 2009
AANE serves or has served almost 2000 families of teens.

· 275 of whom first came into our community when the teens were children. (Of course, many of our teens also aged up into young adulthood.) 

· 260 of these families of teens have joined our community since July 1, 2008. 

· 36 of them have received family grants from the Phillips or Flutie or general Family Grants programs at AANE.

In summer of 2008 we hired Alexandra Graham, MSW as Coordinator of Teen Services to work with Stephanie Loo, the Director of Teen Services. Together, and in collaboration with Children’s Services, Alexandra and Stephanie planned a series of workshops for parents of teens. Some of these were held in conjunction with a series of monthly social events for high school students. Four meetings took place in fall of 2008, and included a teen lounge at the Asperger Connections conference in Marlboro). Teens enjoyed Playstation games, art activities, and board games, under the supervision of Kathryn Jantz, MSW or Julie Savoyski, OT, assisted by Stephanie Geheran. Meanwhile, the parents heard speakers or discussed parenting issues. Everyone had pizza or other snacks and beverages.

The Coordinator of Teen Services moderated our online support group for parents of teens (now at over 600 families), facilitated face to face support group meetings, and staffed teen/parent of teen programs. Parent workshops included:

Turning 18: Legal Considerations (Atty. Barbara Jackins)

Transition Planning 101 for Teens with AS (Terri McLaughlin, Federation for Children with Special Needs)

College Panel (college students, parents, and administrators)

Advocating for Your Teen with AS (Jean Stern)

Making Daily Life Work at Home and the Community for the Teen with AS (Lynne Mitchell)

Destination: Adulthood (Ellen Korin)

Teen Sexuality (Sally Fogel)

When the Teen Coordinator position was cut in spring 2009, we had to pull back on teen workshops. However, we continued to serve families through the AS Information Line, information packets, and the online support group. Volunteer parent and educational advocate Robin Keller moderated the online support group. We were also able to offer a special array of teen programs in Plymouth County through the generosity of the Edwin Phillips Foundation and the creativity of Catherine Mayes.

Robin Lurie-Meyerkopf has been a great asset to Teen Services, especially in the wake of the Coordinator position being cut. She has picked up many phone calls to allow Stephanie to reserve time for grant writing, and provided support especially to parents living in the other New England states beyond Massachusetts, and fostered teen groups in Braintree and Roslindale. Debby Geheran from Adult Services, and Jean Stern from Children’s Services, have also shared the load with great generosity. 

Among parents calling the Information Line, Stephanie and Alexandra were struck by the number of “fragile families.” By this we mean families with various combination of extra challenges: single parent families, multi-child families/multi-problem-child families, families living with unemployment and/or in poverty, parents with health or mental health or neurological issues of their own, widows or widowers, contentious divorces, late diagnosis, unresponsive/unhelpful/hostile schools. Many families also seem to be calling when the teen is no longer a minor, making it much harder to provide help or have it accepted. Many of these families are falling right through the social safety net—being passed like hot potatoes from one state or private agency to another. It is challenging for our staff to try to do something meaningful for these teens and their families.

In fall of 2008, some AANE staff met with Dr. Joseph Moldover and Dr. Megan Spencer from the Integrated Center for Child Development, to get to know each other better. One result of the meeting was the creation of a Professional Roundtable for Increasing Supports for College Students with AS. This group met several times, and attracted college disability officers from BU, Northeastern, Lesley University, U Mass Lowell, Simmons, and Middlesex Community College, along with life coach Ellen Korin, Terri McLaughlin of the Federation for Children with Special Needs, and LEND Fellow Sandy Storer, MSW. One month, Carolyn Komich Hare of AHEADD visited. The group’s focus has shifted to address the need to foster in children and teens the independence, executive functioning, and self-advocacy skills they will need in college. We have discussed holding a college conference in February 2010.

Outreach to Chinatown: AANE has had an intern from China, Jason Wang, who was able to translate basic information on our web site into Chinese. This inspired Stephanie (who once had a CETA job in Boston’s Chinatown) to contact South Cove Community Health Center, where she was put in touch with psychologist Catherine Vuky. Stephanie and Jason met with Dr. Vuky and two of her colleagues. They already knew that several of their patients have AS, and were very interested in starting a social skills group. Dr. Vuky attended Elsa Abele’s May 2009 training. Stephanie put Dr. Vuky in touch with Scott McLeod, who may be able to offer some support to South Cove staff in this new venture. We also heard from an Asian speech language pathologist on staff at the Quincy School.
Adult Services July 2008- June 2009
AANE adult services continued its programming with 2.5 staff members and a social work intern during the FY 2009 year. Highlights of the year included:
· Continued Information and Referral over the phone or by email.
· An average of 5 one-on-one intake or orientation meetings
· Increased the number of Social Groups offered
· Adult and Young Adult (post high school – 30)

· Pizza and Game Nights – 4 locations

· Monthly Women’s Group (including Police Safety Training)

· Individual events  (museums, ball games, bowling, WGBH tour, Plumbing Museum)

· On-going interest-based groups

· Movie and Discussion

· Book Group

· Art Series

· Anime Club

· Walking Group

· Hiking Group 

· Speaker Series - Irish Music, Model Trains, Storytelling, Poetry

· Support Groups

· Monthly Open adult and young adult groups

· 9  on-going closed support groups – 3 locations, 1 young adult

· Workshops and Conferences

· July 2008 Annual Adult Conference – Valerie Paradiz – Keynote speaker 

· Employment workshops

· Internal for Adults – TJX Grant
· External for provider agencies

· Family Services and Community Events

· Partners Groups (On-going)

· Couples potluck – Held twice

· Partners conference

· Parents of Adults Support group

· Family Barbeque

· Legislative Advocacy

· Adults and staff testified in support of employment bill for adults with AS

· LifeMAP (Life Management Assistance Program) launched and revamped after 50% state funding cut

· Coaching program for adults with AS and related challenges

· Intensive, individualized service at home, in community or at AANE

· Focus on practical assistance

· Executive Function, Social Connectedness, Pre-Employment Support

· Thorough Application and Evaluation Process

· Autism Speaks Grant

· Provide classes to adults with AS in practical areas (budgeting FY 2009, Health, Housekeeping, Sexuality FY 2010)

· Follow up coaching to class participants

· Training and Supervision

· Three graduate interns (Two Clinical Social work, One Community Social Psychology)

· Supervised LifeMAP Coaches and AANE adult services staff

· Presentation to Beth Israel Division of Behavioral Neurology

· Quincy College

· Klinefelter’s Support Group 
Latino Outreach Program July 2008- June 2009
The Latino Outreach Program continues to maintain its priority of increasing awareness and support for Latino AS families and the professionals who support them.  General geographic areas of focus are:  Boston, Lawrence, Lowell, Springfield, Worcester, Lynn and Chicopee.  The program continues to grow and now averages 5 calls and 12 emails per day from families and professionals We currently serve 40 families whose primary language is Spanish. Initial phone and email contacts from families and professionals are followed by Latino packets including the Spanish version of An Introduction to Asperger Syndrome which was translated into Spanish this year.

The program has formed a Latino Advisory Group to further enhance our goals of:

· Identify professional colleagues and organizations

· Supply technical assistance to these professionals

· Approach Latino media as a means of getting the word out about AS

· Determine educational events in Latino communities

· Identify possible grants and other forms of funding

· Develop and award for outstanding Latino professionals providing service to AS families

We increased awareness by having booths at hospitals, colleges, schools and various conferences.  This focus will change to increasing AS workshops in the Latino communities and through the media.

