Asperger's Association of New England

Annual Report 
October 2004 – October 2005
AANE Board Members - October 2003 – October 2004

Listed by Term Expiration Date
November 2005


Stephen Shore - President

November 2006


Phil Schwarz – Vice President


Barbara Rosenn

Gyasi Burks-Abbott


Liz McLaughlin


Denise Grenier


Mark Mulgay


Bonita Betters -Reed


Barbara L’Italien- Resigning 2005

November 2007


Susan Skramstad – Resigning 2005 


Dorothy Lucci

Judy Gooen

Scott McLeod


Elsa Abele


Nancy Schwatrz


Jane Mildred


Hank Miller

November 2008


David Pauls


Daniel Rosenn

Resignations 2005

Jeanine Laing

New Board Members 2004



David Pauls

The Board of Directors met 10 times during 2004. The December meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather. All minutes of the board meetings are available for review at the AANE office, 182 Main Street, Watertown, MA.
Chapter Directors 2005
RI


Barbara Whalen, RI

NH


Carol Clark through August 2005


Dellie Champagne & Shelley Viles, current
VT.


Monica Devino, - North 

Phelippa Marriner, VT – South
ME


Barbara Wirth though August 2005


Rachael Farley, current, ME

Western MA


Jane Mildred 
AANE Staff

Dania Jekel, MSW, Executive Director

Stephanie Loo, M.Ed., Staff Associate

Jamie Freed, MSW, Director of Adult Services

Jean Stern, M.Ed., Director of Children’s Services

Lisa Graffeo, Administrative Assistant

Mary Ann Medlar, Database Administrator

Ann Clark, Financial Manager
Committees and Members
A number of committees met during 2005 to make recommendations of program, board and policy matters.
Adult Advisory Committee 2005

Mike Thibodeau


Allison Uretsky


John Hatton


Barbara Rosenn


Bill Maxfield


Susan Shamus


Fred Conrad

Development Committee 2005

Greg Bertovich 

 
Bonita Betters-Reed,   Ph.D. 


Wendy Handler 


Nancy Archer Martin 


Michael Levinger 


Hank Miller 


Chris Colbert

John Worf

Education Committee

 In process of being developed 

Finance Committee 2005

Michael Swartz


Jan Saglio


Betsy Jacobs


Susan Skramstad
Nominating Committee 2005

Daniel Rosenn  


Suzanne Tompkins  


D. Scott McLeod   


Dorothy Lucci  


Elsa Abele  


Elizabeth McLaughlin


Sue Shanfield (did not attend meeting)  
Program Committee 2005
Scott McLeod

Gina Beaney  

Susan Domenikos  

Dorothy Lucci  

Lynne Mitchell  

Denise Grenier  

Phil Schwarz  

Judy Gooen  

Barbara Rosenn  

Nancy Schwartz  

Christine Erickson, Esq.  

Kathryn Collins-Wooley  
Lucie LaJeunesse  

Pamela Ely Martins  

Portraits Committee 2005
Nancy Schwartz  

Melinda Miller  

Grace Peng  

Betsy Selig  

Kathy Clark  

Wendy Handler  

Barbara Rosenn  

Yolanda Kolinski  

Jean Stern  

Susan Detz  
Marta Manzelli

Suzanne Tompkins

Budget
FY 2005 audit is being conducted by Bruce Norling, CPA, P.C., 410 Boston Post Road, Suite #24, Sudbury, MA  01776. The audit will be available by October 15, 2005.
Organization Changes
Personnel
New Staff

Jean Stern was hired Sept. 2005 as Director of Children’s Services

Ann Clark was hired Sept. 2005 as Financial Manager
Consultants

Mary Ann Medlar was hired as Database Administrator
Nancy Schwartz – education/ Boston initiative/ support to group facilitators
Katie Gorovoy - temporary administrative assistant for Portraits 2005 
Elsa Abele- education

Lynne Mitchell- education

John Thomas- publicity for Connections 2005
Mahmoud Ghabhour left as bookkeeper in Sept. 2005

Annual Appeal sent November 2004

Text formulated by Gyasi Burks-Abbott


Drawing by Jamie Maxfield

 10th Anniversary Planning

Creation of 10th Anniversary Vision Statement (attached)

Facilitated by Bonnie Betters-Reed

Barbara Rosenn- editor
Program Achievements of the year
New Initiatives started in 2005

Support Group Management

Website Update

Membership Drive

Resource Database


Boston Initiative

Legislative Advocacy


Educational Advisory Group


Enhance board governance/update bi-laws
Family and Individual Support


Phone and email support to an average of 100 families each week

Individual meetings with 75 adults and/or parents of adults


Average of 20 packets of information sent to families and professionals each week

Eighteen Parent Support Groups

Andover, MA
Bolton, MA
Boston, MA- new 2005
Cohasset, MA
Concord, MA
Natick, MA
Newburyport, MA 
Plymouth, MA –new 2004
Reading, MA
Roslindale, MA
Westborough, MA 
Worcester/Auburn, MA
Amherst 

Cornish, ME
Portland, ME
Southwest Harbor, ME
Providence, RI (2)
Burlington, VT
Rutland, VT
The AANE Website
AANE News, published twice a year.

Cash grants to families   

Persky


Flutie


Phillips  

Adult Services


Discussion Groups: RI, ME, MA (3)

Parents of Adults Educational Series 10 sessions with guest speakers

Advocacy Project


Spouse Group 


Adult Activity Group- Danvers and Watertown based


Young Adult Pizza Night

Book Group


Movie and Discussion Series


Workplace Survival


Individual meetings


Job placement for one adult

AANE office internships

Talks


Children’s Hospital – December 2004


Wheelock College


DSS, Northampton and Boston

Brookline Adult Education-October 2004

Brandeis University-October 2005

Ben Carozza-Waltham in January 2005 & Brookline in October 2005)

North Attleboro Middle School-April 2005

Hanscom AFB-April 2005 

Governor’s Commission on Employment-June 2005
Legislative Activity

Testimony for SPED bill- Sept. 2005


Participation in Autism Awareness Day


Participation in Statehouse Autism Awareness event-June 2005


Shirley Gomes Bill

Participation in AFAM
Conferences and Seminars

Educational conference with Diane Twatchman-Cullen Northampton Oct. 2004


Asperger Connections in October 2005 

Elsa Abele: “What Did I Say” Oct. 2004, November 2004 (workplace), 
January 2005, May 2005, Aug. 2005

Marching to a Different Drummer- October 2004 (2 classes), Jan. – Oct. 
(7 classes)


Understanding Asperger Syndrome-11 classes

Success in School-8 classes

Foundation Grants Received 
Agnes Lindsey Trust

Butler Foundation
Doug Flutie

Fish

Persky

Phillips

Pomroy


Receipt of Artwork through The Art Connection
Memorial Funds Received

Carey Memorial (unrestricted)

Dandurand Memorial (restricted)

Kennefick Memorial (unrestricted)

Morris Shamus (unrestricted)

Portraits of Inspiration, awards dinner and auction, May 2005

Active Member of the Autism Coalition of MA

Active Advisory Board Member of Mass Advocates for Children

Maintenance of Web Site

Maintenance of Parent Networking List

Initiatives for 2005/6
Cotsen Awards for Excellence in Teaching Students with Asperger Syndrome, with 
Brenda Smith Myles, January 13 (Rhode Island) and 14, 2006 
(Boston area). 
College Training
Educators’ Advisory Board

Family/Children’s Activity Day

Adult conference

Adult employment workshop with invited speakers from industry
Portraits 2006
Dinners for Development and Networking

Employer support and training

Strengthen Chapters

Seek additional Foundation money
Continue Boston Initiative


Thanks to our many volunteers in 2004/2005

Sarh Luksh- Intern

Lea Kassden
Matt Conrad
Jan Yeh

Jamie Maxfield

Bekan Knox
Ann Holzman

Theo Graham

Katrinka Quirk

Daniel Rajczyk

Mike Patton

Rob Mitchell

Denise Siomkin

Nyanna Susan Tobin

Rob Beland
Sophie Freud

Kim Keenan

Carol Keating

Jen Gauvin
Liz Millar

Elisse Ghitelman

AANE Board Members

Adam Miller

Cayenne Boyer

Kathy Clark

Susan Shamus

Edith Burns 

Martha Haessler

Betsy Selig

Frank Medlar

Steve, Nancy and Ben Meshon
Portraits Volunteers
Barry Abel

Don Myles
Barry Petzold
Pat Babcock

Kevin Barrett

Tim Barrett

Brian Broadaway

Matt Conrad

Melody Dustin

Janet Epstein 

Richard Epstein 

Elisse Ghitelman

Hinda Goodstein

Linda Green John Hatton

Sara Kolinski

Mary Larosee

Jamie Maxfield

Nancy Meshon

Steve Meshon

Liz Millar

Diane Nesman

Alex Parker

Joan Parker

Mike Patton

Katrinka Quirk

Ellen Rodman

Jean Stern Alsion Uretsky

Peggy Kriss

Laurie Hammer

Cliff Pollan 

Jenney Pollan
