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Summary

In FY 2010, AANE continued its mission to foster awareness, respect, acceptance and support for individuals with Asperger Syndrome (AS) and their families.  This year, significant media attention was given to AS in, for example, the television show Parenthood, Jody Picoult and Shonda Schilling’s books, and the movies Adam and My Name is Khan).  As a result, AANE saw an unprecedented increase in requests for information and support, with over 3,500 additional individuals and/or families contacting us this year. Although many of those seeking support are families with young children, we have also been contacted by a growing number of teens and adults diagnosed later in life. AANE is one of a very few organizations with experience helping adult couples with Asperger’s, and phone calls come in from across the globe with request for couples’ support. 
This has been a very active year for the organization. In addition to our core role of providing in-person, telephone, and online support and information to an increasing number of individuals and families, AANE has expanded a number of our services and programs. We offer several new classes, courses, conferences and outside speaking engagements, many of which include presenters with Asperger Syndrome. Our exciting new offerings include trainings for professionals in the use of CBT with individuals with AS, and a highly successful new spring conference, “Anxiety and Asperger Syndrome,” was the product of a collaboration between AANE and MGH/YouthCare.  

AANE continues to value the contributions of adults with AS as presenters, employees, volunteers, and members of the Board and Governance committees.  Our community draws upon the strengths of adults with AS and could not operate without them. 

An ongoing initiative has been the strengthening of our Board and Committee governance structure to assist with AANE’s organizational growth. In January, we hired a 30 hr/wk experienced comptroller to strengthen our internal financial controls. 
In the winter of this year, the proposed DSM-5 was posted for public comment on the APA Website. The proposed DSM-5 removes AS as a diagnosis and creates a broader ASD category. Before and during the commentary period, AANE was active in opposing this change both publicly and privately and encouraging community members to respond as well.
In April, Dania Jekel was one of 20 attendees nationwide invited to the White House to participate in a dialogue about Autism Spectrum Disorder and the government response.  Although the outcome of this meeting remains to be seen, Dania was able to establish some excellent connections to government officials. 
As part of our continued effort to educate the community about AS, there were also television appearances by both Dania Jekel (on the WGBH Emily Rooney show) and Yolanda Kolinski (on Spanish TV). A strong Website, Facebook and Twitter presence, available to the global public, were maintained and strengthened this year. 
AANE’s advocacy efforts have resulted in the passage of several bills in Massachusetts and New Hampshire, including an anti-bullying bill in each state and a Massachusetts bill to establish a commission to study ASD services. Through its connection with AFAM, AANE has also been supporting an Autism Insurance bill.
Financial Summary
 
In January of 2010, Diane Burke was hired as a new comptroller. Diane brings 20 years of nonprofit experience to AANE.  She is reviewing current procedures and implementing changes to strengthen AANE’s financial controls.  As AANE continues to grow, Diane’s experience will help AANE integrate financial reporting and projections with operational goals. 

The annual audited financial statement, the Form 990 and the Mass PC were completed and filed on a timely bases. Copies are available upon request.

During difficult economic times, AANE was able to maintain total revenues near the $1.2 million of the prior fiscal year.  Fundraising revenues of $425 thousand was a decrease by approximately $75 thousand, which had been anticipated. Due to the continuous efforts of our staff and key volunteers, the Laugh Out Loud Gala in 2010 was a successful event.

Individual contributions remained steady, with an estimated $200 thousand for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2010.  Membership dues also has continued at a steady level, with approximately $75 thousand collected in FY 2010.  Grant revenue proved to be challenging in this past year and that is reflected in the overall decrease of revenues.  Conferences, seminars and workshops are very well attended and highly regarded in the Asperger’s community.  Revenues generated by these events exceeded $225 thousand.

Expenses for the AANE during fiscal year ending June 30, 2010 were maintained at a level comparable to FY 2009. Working with dedicated and experienced staff enabled AANE to continue to offer quality services within tight budgetary constraints.  The fundraising and administration expenses decreased slightly, with the additional expenditures being in the program area.  

The following is an estimate of revenue and expenses for fiscal year ending June 30, 2010:

REVENUES(estimated):

Conference revenue

$    226,153

Contributions


$    212,075

Fundraising


$    425,129

Grant revenue


$      69,675

Other



$    242,361
TOTAL REVENUES

$ 1,175,393

EXPENSES(estimated):
Program and other

$  829,904

Fundraising


$  201,077

Administration

$  154,851
TOTAL EXPENSES

$1,185,832
FY 2010 audit was conducted by Bruce Norling, CPA, P.C., 410 Boston Post Road, 

Suite #24, Sudbury, MA 01776. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Standing Committees

Development Efforts in FY 2010
With the oversight and recommendations of the Development Committee, fundraising efforts were increased within the areas of personal giving, events, and grant writing. The annual Laugh Out Loud Gala continues to be the major fundraiser of the year, netting $328,389 (vs. a projected $263,000). Additional smaller fundraisers were established, including an a cappella benefit concert at Boston University and lectures/book signings with Francisco Stork and Tim Page. There were also an increase in the number of 3rd party fundraisers including the annual Romaine’s BBQ and road race, J. Place Band blues concert, a spin-a-thon, school dress down day, Halloween costume party & concert, and lecture series at Lesley University. With the help of the Development Committee, AANE has put into place policies and procedures for third party fundraising events to protect the organization from liability and also to help create a standard of excellence in events and efforts affiliated with the organization’s name. This past year saw our third annual thank you to donors and volunteers at the home of Marcy and David Stuart. In addition we had a house party hosted by Stephen Burgay and Jody Acford, where we established new connections and reaffirmed old ones within the community. The Annual Appeal card was drawn again by Jamie Maxfield and was sent in November 2009, raising over $132,000 and counting
Governance in FY 2010
The Governance Committee conducted vetting of potential board members, as well as a thoughtful review of potential board candidates, ultimately recommending two candidates to the Board. In addition, the Governance Committee conducted a Board Bio Survey, through which it was able to identify Board experience that will prove helpful in ensuring the AANE cultivates talent moving forward. The Governance Committee also conducted a brief review of officer performance for the year-- reviewing performance for compliance with bylaws-- and believed them to be in good standing and worthy of recommendation for future service. In addition, the Governance Committee identified the need to develop job descriptions for board officers, which will be upcoming work. Upcoming work will also include an approach to board education, based on a planned survey to identify board needs. 
Finance Committee

The Finance Committee met 6 times in FY 2010. The Committee prepared a budget for 2010, oversaw the audit and revised the FY 2010 budget according to the organization’s financial situation.
Strategic Planning
The strategic planning committee met during FY 2010 to start planning for a major strategic planning effort which will begin in FY 2011. 
Executive Advisors

The Executive Advisors met 10 times and discussed ethical and philosophical issues related to AS and AANE.
Ad Hoc Committees

Program Committee

The Program Committee met 11 times during FY 2010. Discussion topics included AANE programs and services. They also acted as an advisory group for the annual 2009 conference and a sub-group of the program committee planned the 2009 Anxiety Conference with MGH Youthcare which took place at MIT.

Media and Marketing  

After a short hiatus, this committee reconvened toward the end of the fiscal year. Planned work for 2011 will include AANE media marketing material to be updated and made consistent.
Educators Advisory

AANE continues to work with the Educator Advisory Group to hear their valuable feedback from the community and to provide the Educator Awards for Excellence in Teaching AS Children providing both the award ceremony at the AANE conference and at the State House thus increasing awareness and positive legislative involvement.  
AANE Board Members FY 2010 -Listed by Term Expiration Date
The Board of Directors met 11 times during FY 2010. All minutes of the board meetings are available for review at the AANE office, 85 Main Street, Watertown, MA
Officers 
Term Expires June 2010 
Nancy Schwartz President 

Phil Schwarz- Vice President 

Jan Saglio- Treasurer 

Elizabeth McLaughlin- Secretary 

Directors
Term Ending June 2010
Dot Lucci 
Grace Peng 
Phil Schwarz 
Term Ending June 2011

Steve Garfinkle 
Ann Marie Gross 
Dave Harmon 
Liz McLaughlin 
Scott McLeod 
Dan Rosenn 
Jan Saglio 
Nancy Schwartz 
Michael Wilcox  
Term Ending 2012

Susan Shamus 
Janet Price 
Ken Shulman
Sangeeta Dey 
Shannah Varon 
Barbara Rosenn 
Judy Gooen 
Melinda Miller
President Emeritus

Hank Miller
Stephen Shore
Members of Standing and Ad Hoc Committees- FY 2010


Chapter Information
Chapter Directors FY 2010
New Hampshire- Shelley Viles  and Carol Ann Edscorn
Maine- Monique Meyers & Barbi Ives  

Rhode Island- Toby Liebowitz  & Barbara Whalen

Vermont- unfilled 

Connecticut- unfilled  

Western MA- Trish Huff (resigned)  
FOUNDATION REPORT

Foundation Grants Received July 1, 2009 – June 30, 2010  
Agnes Lindsay Trust;  $2500

Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation;  $16,000

Stephen Knudsen;  $675

Phillips family;  $20,000

Butler Foundation;  $30,000

Summer Institute: cost reimbursement  $30,000

Wellesley Hills Junior Women’s Club;  $500

Private Memorial Funds Received 
	Cynthia Noonan

	Rene N. Soucy

	John f. Mahoney, Sr.

	Lillian Stone

	Michele Schreibman


Special Program Initiatives  
Latino Outreach Program

Speared by Yolanda Kolinski, the Latino Outreach Program expanded its scope in 2010 by supporting families whose primary language is Spanish. Cities targeted include Lawrence, Springfield and Boston.

Training 
Between our children’s services dept., our adult services dept., as well as the Associate Director and the Executive Director, AANE has delivered over 200 presentations to various groups around New England.  These trainings have reached groups ranging from college personnel, public and private schools, parents, SPED PAC’s, community groups, pre-schools, the Latino community, police, court clinics, school administrators, mental health practitioners, and other professionals.
Boston School Initiative
With funding from the Alden Foundation, in April of 2009, AANE sponsored an all day AS training for over 50 school psychologists in the Boston Public Schools.   This grant also included consultation time for educators and psychologists which is presently ongoing.  

AANE as an Educational Training Site 

In FY 2010, AANE served as a training site for four master’s level students who received supervision while working for AANE.
AANE Journal

AANE published a fall 2009 and a spring 2010 issue of the AANE Journal. Many people from our community contributed great articles, photos and art work. Carynn Meyers managed the advertising for the Journal—which covers much of the cost of printing and mailing this 36 page, part-color publication. She solicited ads, composed some ads, and handled billing, complaints, and thank you letters. She also mailed out authors’ copies and helped with proof-reading.
Plymouth County Teen Programming

This program, funded by the Phillips Foundation, has been creating programs for families of teens with AS and teens with AS since the fall of 2008.  The programs have been attended by over 300 people and have served all of counties in Plymouth but three.  This summer we are partnering with a group and offering social recreation groups for teens.  The response of the programs has been overwhelmingly positive. For programs see addendum. 
Columbia Business School Alumni Association Project
Between September and December, 2009, the Columbia BSAA  spent over 500 hours with a strategic planning project. They explored the issue of how to improve the organizational structure between the Watertown office and the Chapters. The end result with a comprehensive report and plan that AANE will use in its larger strategic planning effort. AANE thanks the Columbia Alumni for the incredible time and effort they put into this project. 
Winners of the Educator Awards: A-Plus: AANE - Promoting Learning and Understanding in Schools
Ryan Plosker- New England Academy in Beverly, MA.   

Sue Campbell- Maria Hastings Elementary School in Lexington, MA.   . 

June Ridge- Eamesway Elementary School, in Marshfield, MA.

Constance Carson -Kingston, NH.

Marilyn Cunha- F.L. Olmsted School in North Easton, MA.

Cheryl Boylan- Gateway Regional Middle School in Huntington, MA. 

Kathy Condon -Aucocisco School in Cape Elizabeth, ME.  

Christine Curry- Central Elementary School in East Bridgewater, MA. 

Betsy Blanchette -Martin Luther King School in Providence, RI.  

Ellen Lavallee -North Elementary School in Somerset, MA . 
Winner of the Dandurand Award for Exceptional Effort Winner in 2010
Matthew Curtis
Family Grants Distributed in FY 2010
Persky grants, $1,500;  
3 families

Doug Flutie Jr. $11,300;
23 families

Phillips, $15,236;   

19 families

Knudsen,  $675; 

 1 family

 

TOTALS:  $28,711; 46 families
Other AANE Activity

Active Member of the Autism Coalition of MA 

Active Advisory Board Member of Mass Advocates for Children 

Website Improvements and maintenance.   

Information Packets now available for members as an online document for download.
Advisory Board member of CANDO- UMass Memorial Autism Program

FY 2010 Program Statistics:

Number of people on the database
                                    16,493 (+2,811)


Number of adults on the database
                           3949 (+1,13)
Number of professionals on the database
6190 9 (+ 762)
Number of siblings
138 (+23)  



Number of parents of children and adolescents 
4497 (+793)
Number of grandparents
215 (+34)
Number of household with one + child with AS
261 (+43)
Number of spouses
302 (+98)
Number of People who attended 2009 Gala
      450
Adult Google Group
209

Teen Google Group 
900
Parents of Children Google Group
800
Spouse Support Google Group
126
Grandparent
8

Average number of visitors per month to our website
10,000
AANE STAFF & CONSULTANTS

AANE Staff FY 2010
Dania Jekel, MSW, Executive Director (full-time) 

Robin Lurie Meyer-Kopf, Associate Director (full-time) hired January 2008

Stephanie Loo, M.Ed., Staff Associate, Teen Programs & Grant writer (full-time)
Lisa Graffeo, (full-time) Administrative Assistant
Jamie Freed, MSW, Director of Adult Services (20 hrs.) 

Jean Stern, M.Ed., Director of Children’s Services (25 hrs.) 

Mary Ann Medlar, Database Administrator (20 hrs.) 

Yolanda Kolinski, Spanish outreach (20 hrs.) 

Max Sederer, M.Ed. Adult Services (full-time) (Hired September 2007) 

Brenda Dater, Children’s Services (20 hrs) (Hired September 2007) 

Eirka Dresner (20 hrs)  
Carynn Meyers, (10 hrs) Afternoon Receptionist 

Kelly Genois (full-time) Director of Fundraising
Natalyia Poto- LifeMAP Coordinator
Diane Burke (30 hrs, controller)
Special Project Staff FY 2010  
Matt Conrad- Web Development 

Kathy Brock- Dandurand Conference 

Kip Deese-Laurent- Adult Group Facilitator, NH 

Gail Kastorf, M.Ed Employment Services   

Catherine Mayes-Plymouth County Project Coordinator
Erin Flaherty- Special Projects Assistant
Nomi Kaim- Special Projects
Interns

Brianna Welcome BU Social Work Intern Academic year 2009/10
Eva Mendes-Psychology graduate Intern
Nisha Narvekar- UMass Lowell, Masters in Community Education
Adudra Socinski, Masters program, School of Professional Psychology
Consultants/Seminar/Group Leaders FY 2010
Elsa Abele- Seminar 

Lynne Mitchell- Trainer 

Grace Myhill- Spouse Support Group 

Patricia Huff - Western MA adult activity group coordinator 

Kathy Brock- Dandurand Conference Administrator 

Stephen Nadel- Adult Group Facilitator 

Kathryn Jantz-Adult Group Facilitator 

Mary Ann Monheimer- Spouse Group

Ann Woodbury –Resource Database

Bekan Knox –Special Projects
Nancy Schwartz–Trainer 

VOLUNTEERS

Thanks to our many volunteers doing on-going work at AANE in FY 2010 

	Elsa
	Abele

	Jody 
	Acford

	Mary 
	Ann Ruscito

	Matthew 
	Arnold

	Eric
	Aron

	Margarita 
	Ascencio

	Jill 
	Avery

	Veronica 
	Bacon

	Alma  
	Bair

	Mary  
	Berman

	Lucy 
	Berringer

	Nancy 
	Berringer

	Julie 
	Betters

	Miriam
	Biurci Scrivener

	Patty 
	Boornzian-Macdonald

	Megan 
	Burgay

	Edith
	Burns

	Maria
	Carrasco

	Natasha
	Chomas

	Kathy
	Clark

	Kathryn
	Collins-Wooley

	Deb 
	Connerty

	Fred
	Conrad

	Eileen
	Costello, M.D.

	Jennifer 
	Cronin

	Sangeeta
	Dey, Psy.D.

	Supriyo
	Dey, Psy.D.

	Sara
	Diaz

	Michael 
	Duffy

	Rachel 
	Duffy

	Carol Ann
	Edscorn

	Alex 
	Eustice

	Cathy 
	Falcione

	Dennis
	Feigen

	Lisa 
	Fhagen-Shay

	Erin 
	Flaherty

	Lynn 
	Flaherty

	William
	Flaherty

	Sam
	Frank

	Betzaida
	Fuentes

	Cindy
	Gallant

	Steven
	Garfinkle

	Elisse 
	Ghitelman

	Bonnie 
	Glickman

	Maria
	Gomez

	Judy
	Gooen, MS, OTR/L

	Shelley 
	Green

	Cynthia
	Greene

	Phyllis 
	Greene

	Danny 
	Gromet 

	Ann Marie 
	Gross

	Dan
	Gross

	Ashley 
	Harmon

	Elaine 
	Harmon

	Christopher 
	Hayes

	Ann
	Holzman

	Trish 
	Huff

	Barbara
	Ives

	Kathryn
	Jantz, MSW

	Connie 
	Johnson

	Eileen 
	Johnson

	Nomi 
	Kaim

	Lucy 
	Keeney

	Robin
	Keller

	Abram
	Kelly

	Mike 
	Kingsbury

	Jodi 
	Kipnis

	Peggy
	Kriss

	Karen 
	Lean Boyd

	Elizabeth 
	Leonard

	Anna 
	Lert

	Lesley 
	Levine

	Toby
	Liebowitz

	Gerrick
	Lindberg

	Alexander 
	Link

	Larry
	Link

	Lisa 
	Lokshin

	Dorothy
	Lucci, CAGS

	Mike 
	Macintosh

	James (jim) 
	Magauran

	Diego
	Mansilla

	Adam
	Markell

	Martha
	Markowitz, Ph.D.

	Bill
	Maxfield

	Jamie
	Maxfield

	Stephanie 
	Maze-Hsu

	Diane 
	McGrath

	Elizabeth
	McLaughlin

	D. Scott
	McLeod, Ph.D.

	Bonnie 
	McManus

	Dan 
	McManus

	Carolyn
	Meadows Marquez

	Eva 
	Mendes

	Jane
	Mildred

	Melinda 
	Miller

	Nasha      
	Miller

	Lynne
	Mitchell

	Joe
	Moldover 

	Tony
	Monteiro

	Alessandra 
	Morteo

	Coleen 
	Motyl-Szary

	Monique
	Myers

	Grace 
	Myhill

	Nisha
	Narvekar

	Allison 
	Nevins

	Erin 
	O’Malley

	Ginger 
	O’Malley

	Maura 
	O’Malley

	Meghan
	O'Malley

	Murray 
	Ostrov

	Grace 
	Peng

	Fran
	Perlman

	Kathleen
	Pigott

	Jill   
	Purpura

	Steve
	Purpura

	Katrinka
	Quirk

	Taylor 
	Raftery

	Charlie
	Remy, MSLIS

	Chris 
	Robbins

	Judy 
	Robinson

	Vivian
	Rodriguez

	Daniel
	Rosenn, M.D.

	Barbara
	Rosenn, Psy.D.

	Anna 
	Ryan

	Janet
	Saglio 

	Allison      
	Sargent

	Julie
	Savoyski

	Jodi
	Scaltreto

	Curt 
	Schilling

	Shonda  
	Schilling

	Robert
	Schmidt

	Nancy 
	Schwartz, MSW

	Phil
	Schwarz

	Marci 
	Shaffer

	Eric
	Shamus

	Susan
	Shamus

	Stephen
	Shore, Ed.D.

	Carol  
	Singer

	Ruth
	Smith

	Thomas
	Smithyman

	Steve
	Snitzer

	Audra 
	Socinski

	Jenny 
	Solomon

	Nancy  
	Sonnabend

	Eric
	Stern

	Lew
	Stern

	Elizabeth 
	Stringer Keefe

	Dave
	Stuart

	Marcy
	Stuart

	Helen  
	Tager-Flusberg

	Krissy 
	Tarara

	Dan
	Tatar

	Mike 
	Thibodeau

	Adrianne 
	Tompkins

	Suzanne 
	Tompkins

	Linda 
	Van Duyne

	Shannah
	Varon, MBA

	David
	Velten

	Sangeeta
	Verma

	Shelley
	Viles

	Richard
	Villavicencio

	Rick
	Walba

	Brianna 
	Welcome

	Barbara
	Whalen

	MaryEllen 
	Williams

	Janet 
	Yedinak
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